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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR DYNAMIC
PHONE BOOK AND NETWORK CONTENT
LINKS IN A MOBILE DEVICE

RELATED APPLICATIONS

The present application claims priority under 35 U.S.C.
§120 to U.S. provisional patent applications by the present
inventors: Ser. Nos. 60/818,539, filed on Jul. 6, 2006;
60/762,901, filed on Jan. 30, 2006; 60/765,198, filed on Feb.
6, 2006; 60/777,244, filed on Feb. 28, 2006; and 60/866,114,
filed on Nov. 16, 2006, all of which are hereby incorporated
by reference in their entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure and inventions generally relate to
communications with a (wireless) mobile communication
device such as a cellular phone, personal digital assistant, or
smart phone. More specifically, the present disclosure
describes novel systems and methods for delivering dynamic
information to a mobile device and for sending information
from the mobile device.

BACKGROUND

Mobile communication devices provide real-time capa-
bilities for communicating with others. This includes com-
munications by voice (whether digital or analog) as well as
data communications. Some forms of communication avail-
able to a mobile device provide messaging so that, e.g., text
messages can be exchanged between the user of the mobile
device and others.

A typical mobile device, for example a smart phone, is
essentially a hardware device which includes communica-
tions hardware for receiving and sending signals to a wire-
less carrier station, in addition to a processor in the mobile
device on which software instructions can execute to accom-
plish the various functions of the phone. Mobile devices can
be equipped with a basic operating system on which appli-
cations and utility programs can run to determine the fea-
tures provided by the mobile device.

One common utility application that is provided on
mobile devices is the ubiquitous “phone book™ or “address
book™ utility application. This allows storing the names and
phone numbers for a set of “contacts” that the mobile device
user can call by selecting an individual contact from the set
of contacts. Contacts may be called up on the device once
they are stored by a user interface such as a cursor, or by
speaking a sound (name) into a microphone on the device,
etc. A user’s contact information is usually stored on the
device and/on a server in a contacts file, list, or database, and
can be updated and edited by an authorized user.

Another application that runs on equipped mobile devices
is a browser application. This is typically a compact program
allowing the user to “browse” information available through
the carrier’s network, including some World Wide Web

“web”) sites that support mobile systems. A user can either
select a site to view by typing a link into a user interface of
the browser application, or move to a linked site on the web
using the device’s browser application. Such sites can pro-
vide dynamic information to interested subscribers, usually
with payment of a fee to the carrier for the browsing function
and service or with subscription to a site that provides the
information to its subscribers. Users can “bookmark™ a link
so that they can return to that site easily by selecting from
a list of bookmarks rather than follow a more cumbersome
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navigation or typing process to return to the site. Bookmarks
are commonly stored on the device in a bookmark list,
database, or file.

Phone book and browser information can be better stored,
maintained, processed, and displayed as discussed below.
Furthermore, better messaging and communication systems
and techniques can be achieved using the concepts described
herein to enhance the connectivity and usability of a mobile
device and the services available to its user and others.

SUMMARY

While present systems provide phone book and book-
marked links to sites for mobile users as discussed above,
the way in which present systems store, process, maintain,
and present or display this phone book and browser infor-
mation to their users is limited and imperfect.

For example, the present disclosure provides systems and
methods for integrating dynamic contact and bookmarked
link information in a unified way that can be easier and more
informative for the users of mobile devices. In some
embodiments, one or more links or bookmarks to a dynamic
information site or source is incorporated into a phone book
utility running on a mobile device. The link or bookmark can
then be seen, optionally with some status or information
about the link, and optionally with the capability to activate
or select the link from within the phone book utility. In
related embodiments, the dynamic link may contain infor-
mation that can be variable and updatable over time. This
dynamic link information may be published to the mobile
device, pushed to the dynamic or active phone book utility
so that the user can see and respond to the information. This
can also be accomplished at the same time or in connection
with updating a dynamic or active phone book listing of
contacts who are “active” or on-line or in another state.

In some aspects, the dynamic phone book data is main-
tained on a server that associates specific active or dynamic
information with a particular one or more mobile devices
and/or users thereof. The dynamic information may provide
“presence” information to the mobile devices indicative of a
state of connectedness of each of the contacts in a subscrib-
er’s contacts list. The presence information may be more
than just “connected” or “not connected,” but may also
include various states (e.g., “in a meeting,” “in flight”) or
may be a custom status message that is determined by a
specific contact responding to a specific other contact (e.g.,
“Tim, leave me alone.”)

In some aspects, while present systems provide call
handling features on mobile devices, these features are
incomplete, and are not always convenient or ideal for
handling calls from different types of callers as they arrive
at a mobile device and/or server. Therefore, the present
disclosure provides improved systems and methods for
receiving, handling, screening, and filtering incoming calls
and messages.

In other aspects, the present systems and methods allow
for filtering an incoming call or message so that the receiv-
ing mobile device responds differently to the incoming call
or message. In some instances, the present features include
those promoted by the present Applicant under the names
“iSkoot Mobile Service” and “Personal Reach.” In addition
to providing customizable alert (audible ring, vibration,
illumination) features, the present disclosure covers
response features that allow the user of a mobile commu-
nication device (or “mobile device”) to set the device to
automatically or manually respond differently to different
incoming calls. Specifically, incoming calls may be screened
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by type or identity of caller or another criterion to respond
with a message to the caller that varies depending on the
type or identity of the caller or the other criterion.

Still other aspects disclosed herein are directed to the
polling and updating of information exchanged between a
server and a client device over a communication link.
Specifically, various embodiments of the present inventions
include a system and methods for controlling and setting the
way in which the mobile device receives updated active
phone book information. This includes the periodicity and
triggering methods for initiating and responding to update
requests by the client and/or server.

Specifically, the present disclosure includes embodiments
directed to a communication system providing communica-
tion between a client and a server, the system comprising a
client mobile device having hardware and software to
exchange information with other devices over a network; the
client mobile communication device including a storage
medium that stores data and program instructions and fur-
ther stores a representation of dynamic phone book data
including contact information and network content informa-
tion; the client mobile communication device further com-
prising a processor that executes the stored program instruc-
tions with said stored data; the client mobile communication
device further comprising an interface that simultaneously
displays a representation of said dynamic phone book data
including said contact information and said network content
information in a same application window; wherein said
application window is responsive to an application that
maintains said dynamic phone book data substantially
updated with a corresponding state of said dynamic phone
book data obtained by the client mobile communication
device from said other devices over said network.

Other embodiments further comprise a server coupled to
said client, said server including a processor that executes
program instructions to communicate with said client and
cause selected information corresponding to said dynamic
phone book data to be delivered from the server to the client.
Other embodiments further comprise a user interface for
selectively determining at said client which of a plurality of
other devices are blocked from activating an alert signal on
said client. In other embodiments, said alert signal includes
any of: an audible alert signal, a vibrating alert signal, and
a visual alert signal. Yet other embodiments are directed to
a database with data stored on said storage medium, wherein
said dynamic phone book data include both updatable con-
tact data and updatable network content data. In yet other
embodiments, said network content data comprise update-
able network content link information representing a state of
information corresponding to a link to said information. In
still other embodiments, said program instructions comprise
instructions for setting a user-selectable response message
delivered to a caller on the basis of the caller’s identity. In
still other embodiments, said program instructions comprise
instructions for setting a user-selectable response message
delivered to a caller on the basis of whether said caller was
associated with an entry in the user’s stored contacts infor-
mation.

The present disclosure is further directed to a method for
communicating with a mobile communication device over a
network, comprising storing dynamic phone book data on
the mobile communication device, said dynamic phone book
containing information including contact information and
network content information, both of said contact informa-
tion and said network content information including active
content that can change from time to time; receiving an
incoming communication request from a caller using
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another communication device over the network; comparing
an identity of either said caller or said other communication
device to an entry in said dynamic phone book; and causing
a response message to be sent to said caller using said other
communication device to be sent to said other communica-
tion device, said response message being specifically
adapted for said caller prior to receiving said incoming
communication request.

Other embodiments of the above method further comprise
filtering said incoming communication request on the basis
of'its origin so that it can alternately cause an alert signal on
said mobile communication device or be forwarded to a
messaging mailbox and not cause an alert signal on said
mobile communication device.

Still other embodiments of the present disclosure are
directed to a method for maintaining a dynamic phone book
database, containing both dynamic contact information and
dynamic network content information, comprising deter-
mining a periodicity for checking for updated data corre-
sponding to entries in said dynamic phone book database; at
intervals substantially determined by said periodicity, send-
ing a signal from said mobile communication device to a
source of updated information indicative of a request to
receive updated phone book information from said source of
updated information; receiving updated dynamic phone
book data comprising dynamic contact information and
dynamic network content information from said source of
said updated information; storing said updated dynamic
phone book data in a database on said mobile communica-
tion device; and presenting a representation of said updated
dynamic phone book data on a display on said mobile
communication device such that a user of said mobile
communication device can choose to select an entry from
said dynamic phone book for the purpose of delivering a
communication to a contact from said dynamic phone book
or activate a link to said dynamic network content.

Other embodiments of the above method disclosed herein
are directed to determining said periodicity comprises using
a predetermined subscription status of a user to determine
said periodicity. Still other methods disclosed herein are
directed to the above method, wherein determining said
periodicity comprises using a user-selectable power saving
setting to determine said periodicity. Yet other embodiments
include further selecting one of said dynamic contacts
information or dynamic network content information to
establish a connection to a destination corresponding to said
dynamic contacts information or dynamic network content
information. Still other embodiments include further setting
an outgoing message to be sent by said mobile communi-
cation device to a caller specifically in response to an
identity of said caller or said caller’s communication device.
And other embodiments yet are directed to setting a user-
specific response message to be sent to a subset of persons
associated with said dynamic contacts information upon
arrival of an incoming communication from said subset of
persons or their communication devices.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates components of an exemplary system
within which one or more aspects of the invention may be
practiced;

FIG. 2 an exemplary method for using the system of FIG.
1 to update an active phone book on a client mobile device;

FIG. 3 illustrates another exemplary architecture for a
system on which an active phone book according to the
present disclosure is implemented;
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FIG. 4 illustrates another exemplary method for providing
one user information concerning another user by way of the
active phone book;

FIG. 5 illustrates yet another exemplary architecture on
which one or more embodiments of the present disclosure
may be implemented;

FIG. 6 illustrates a flow diagram for the “Available to
Contacts™ filtering method;

FIG. 7 illustrates a client-server relay that enables one or
more embodiments of the active phone book systems and
methods;

FIG. 8 illustrates an exemplary display of a user interface
shown on a client mobile device; and

FIG. 9 illustrates an exemplary method for using the
systems disclosed herein.

DESCRIPTION

As discussed briefly, the present disclosure provides new
and useful systems and methods for providing voice and
data communication to and from a wireless mobile device
and/or user. The terms “dynamic” and “active” are generally
interchangeable for the purposes of the present disclosure
and imply information that may change from time to time.

FIG. 1 illustrates the major components of an exemplary
system within which one or more aspects of the invention
may be practiced. The components shown include a mobile
device 100 which contains a processor circuit that can
execute stored software instructions. The software instruc-
tions correspond to, inter alia, software that provides an
“active phone book™ that presents dynamic (active) infor-
mation within a phone book utility context. As shown, the
active phone book illustrates several types of information to
a user of mobile device 100. For example, the information
presented to the user within the active phone book context
includes an active link to something, such as a source for
information concerning an event such as a sports event
(“Super Bowl”). Events and links to information or sites on
a network from which the user can benefit include a wide
variety of information such as news, weather, sports, medi-
cal, stock quotes, and other types of information that are
variable and require updating periodically to keep the infor-
mation current or near-current. Other entries in the active
phone book include contacts (“Jen Summers,” “Andy
White”). The figure is intended to cover active phone book
presentations to the user where the user can discern some
connection or status information about the contact or about
the book marked link. For example, one of a pre-determined
connection states (e.g., “Online” “Offline” and “Busy”). But
further, as will be discussed in more detail below, other
connectivity status messages could be displayed to the user
of mobile device 100, including custom and dynamic indi-
cations of connection status.

The mobile device 100 is coupled to a data network 115
by way of a wireless (cellular, etc.) connection as known to
those skilled in the art of wireless communications. The data
network 115 may include several networks and cover private
and public networks, including the Internet and local area
networks (LANs). A carrier that provides the coupling
between the mobile device 100 and the data network 115
may employ a firewall and various infrastructure systems
and servers to complete this coupling and secure the com-
munications over the coupling.

Server 110 is coupled to the data network 115 by wireless
or wired coupling means as appropriate and may be logically
distributed depending on the desired architecture. Server 110
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may be protected and secured by one or more firewalls as
known to those skilled in the art of computer security.

Server 110 is further coupled to content and “peer”
devices. A “peer” in the present context can be of a variety
of types, including a wireless device, a personal computer
(PC), or other device enabled and constructed to communi-
cate with the server. For example, a first peer 120 is coupled
to server 110 and communicates therewith, optionally
through intermediate computers and communication links as
necessary. Also, a second peer 130 is similarly coupled to
server 110.

Web content 140 is provided by ways known to those
skilled in the art of the Internet and associated client-server
web technologies. The web content 140 can include a large
variety of information, some of which is dynamic or active
and changes in time. Dynamic or active web content can
include the types of information published to the web by a
server, for example to distribute news, weather, sports,
medical, stock quotes, and other data. Web content 140 may
be served by dedicated servers and/or other computers
coupled to a source of dynamic data one the one hand and
to the data network 115 on the other hand. Certain infor-
mation may be selected for dynamically forwarding from
server 110 to client mobile device 100 as discussed in more
detail below.

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary method for using the
system of FIG. 1 to update an active phone book on a client
mobile device. According to this embodiment, mobile
device 100 initializes an active phone book. The active
phone book is “populated” with data entries including a first
entry corresponding to first peer 120 on another mobile
device, a second entry corresponding to second peer 130
using a PC or a mobile device, and a third entry correspond-
ing to dynamic web content 140.

According to the method of FIG. 2, server 110 “polls” the
mobile device 100 and update the active phone book
thereon. Polling may be accomplished through a number of
techniques known to those skilled in the art. For example,
similar embodiments would be possible, for example by
“pushing” dynamic content to the client mobile device 100
from server 110. Also, it is possible to have mobile device
100 “ping” server 110 periodically or upon some condition
to cause the server 110 to deliver updated information to the
client 100. Furthermore, server 110 can “wake up” the client
through a signal sent to the client 100 that prepares the client
to accept and receive update information from server 110. In
the present context, the client may send an initiation signal
to the server, the server may send an initiation signal to the
client, or another mechanism may be used to accomplish the
desired result.

Server 110 being coupled to the peer devices can check
the devices for updates that need to be communicated to
mobile device 100. This also includes checking the source of
dynamic web content 140 for changes or updates to its
content that is to be delivered to mobile device 100.

Once server 110 is in possession of updated or new
information or content from the peer devices 120, 130 and/or
web content 140, server 110 sends updates to the mobile
device 100 active phone book program. The means for
delivering the updated data to mobile device 100 depends on
the architecture in use, but can include HTTP communica-
tion and others.

The mobile device 100, once in receipt of updated
dynamic or active content for its phone book contacts and/or
dynamic content information may update the information in
the appropriate phone book or contacts or bookmark files or
databases aftected. This updated information is displayed or
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indicated to the user of mobile device 100. For example, if
a contact has come online after a period of inactivity, the
active phone book will display an indication that this contact
is now online and available for communication. For book-
marks, the active phone book can indicate that the book-
mark’s status has changed, or a value within the information
corresponding to a link has been updated. Sometimes this is
done by simply updating the value of a variable being shown
to the user (e.g., the value of a stock that is linked within the
active phone book application). In some embodiments, the
updating is indicated, e.g. visually or audibly, so that the user
of the device understands that the dynamic phone book
information has been updated. This may for example be
accomplished by using an appropriate graphical icon, such
as a checkmark or a color to indicate that the data is up to
date.

FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary architecture for a system
on which an active phone book according to the present
disclosure is implemented. A first user and/or first user’s
mobile device 200 include software instructions stored on
and executed in hardware on mobile device 200. The soft-
ware instructions include instructions for executing an active
phone book application or utility program on mobile device
200. The box 220 is intended to depict a graphical user
interface representation of information presented to the first
user of device 200. This information corresponding to the
first user’s active phone book includes entries concerning
first user’s contacts “Jen Summers” and “Andy White”.
Also, the first user’s active phone book includes an entry
representing a “Super Bowl” event that can receive dynamic
updates from server 210 as described earlier.

In this example, Jen Summers and/or her device 201
includes software running on mobile device 201 set to
enable selectable messaging and message responses to other
users. Accordingly, first user device 200 displays in its active
phone book 220 an indication of the selectable messaging
status of Jen Summers. The selectable messaging informa-
tion 205 is delivered over the data network 215 with the aid
of software running on server 210 such that selected mes-
sage responses 205 set by Jen Summers’s mobile device 201
are automatically sent to her contacts and displayed on her
contacts’ active phone book interface 220. In one embodi-
ment, Jen Summers’ device 201 causes a broadcast of
updated status information concerning Jen Summers’ device
201 to all or a selected portion of her contacts (e.g., first user
200). In another embodiment, Jen Summers’ device may be
polled by server 210, and in response to a server poll
responds with updated information that the server 210
forwards to Jen Summers’ contacts (e.g., first user 200). In
yet another embodiment, first user mobile device 200
requests updates to all contacts and links within first user’s
active phone book 220, and in response to the request from
first user 200 the server 210 responds to first user mobile
device 200 with an updated set of information to update
active phone book 220 on first mobile device 200. From the
perspective of the user, the active phone book information
appears to be “refreshed” upon receipt of updated active
phone book information from server 210.

FIG. 4 illustrates an exemplary method for providing one
user with information concerning another user by way of the
active phone book. First user and/or first user’s mobile
device 200 activates the active phone book application on
the first mobile device 200, for example automatically on
startup of mobile device 200 or as a result of a condition met
or as a result of an explicit command entered by the first
mobile device user through some hardware and/or software
interface to the first mobile device 200. As part of the
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operation of first mobile device’s active phone book, an
updated (refreshed) set of information is received at the first
mobile device 200 from server 210 via data network 215 as
discussed earlier.

A second user (“Jen Summers”) using mobile device 201
sets her mobile device so that a response message (e.g.,
“Unavailable [with message]”) is sent to those attempting to
make contact with Jen Summers. This response message is
communicated over data network 215 to server 210 for
processing. Polling between the mobile device 201 and
server 210 continues and changes in status or message from
Jen Summers’ mobile device 201 are kept current.

The first user then attempts a call or message from his or
her (first) mobile device 200 to Jen Summers’ device 201.
Since server 210 typically processes communications
between the respective mobile devices 200, 201, software
implemented on second mobile device 201 and/or server 210
receives (intercepts) the communication attempt from first
device 200. The software determines the identity of the first
user and/or first mobile device 200 and confirms that the first
user is one of the contacts in Jen Summers’ contacts group.
The software running on the server 210 and/or Jen Sum-
mers’ mobile device 201 then sends first mobile device 200
the response message as set by Jen Summers on her mobile
device 201. The response message can be (“Unavailable—
Back In Three Hours™), where the portion “Back In Three
Hours” is a message that can be typed on a user interface of
second mobile device 201 or an audio or graphical message.
The response itself may be stored on the second mobile
device 201 or may be stored on the server 210 to minimize
the processing, storage, power, and resource load on mobile
device 201.

Jen Summers’ response message (“Unavailable—Back In
Three Hours™) is then forwarded to the originator of the call
or message, the first mobile device 200, and is seen or heard
or otherwise indicated so that a user of first mobile device
200 understands some meaningful information that is
dynamically in context regarding the connectivity state of
Jen Summers. Such dynamic messaging can be more useful
than just receiving a busy signal, an “Online”/“Offline”
message, etc. from the intended recipient of a communica-
tion.

FIG. 5 illustrates another exemplary architecture on
which one or more embodiments of the present disclosure
may be implemented. In the embodiment shown, a first
mobile device 300 is running an active phone book appli-
cation according to the present disclosure, the active phone
book including entries for “Super Bowl,” “Jen Summers”
and “Andy White.”

According to some aspects of the present invention, since
Jen Summers appears on the first mobile device’s active
phone book contacts list, Jen Summers can make a call to
first mobile device 300 which is allowed to get through, i.e.,
cause first mobile device 300 to ring to alert the user of the
first mobile device that he or she is receiving a call from a
member on his or her contacts list. Of course, the indication
of the incoming call at first mobile device 300 is not
necessarily a ring, but can include a vibration, visual indi-
cation, or other notification of the incoming call in real-time
or near real-time as known to those skilled in the art.

By contrast, a second peer, not on the first mobile device
user’s active phone book contacts list is prevented from
causing the first mobile device to ring, and is instead
“filtered” by software running on the first mobile device 300
and/or server 310, which facilitates calls between first
mobile device 300, Jen Summers’ mobile device 301, and
the second peer mobile device 302. In this way, a user of first
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mobile device 300 can selectively decide to receive calls
only from persons in a designated list such as a contacts list
or a subset thereof. The filtered (blocked) calls may be
routed to first user’s voice mailbox or other messaging
means in lieu of going through to the first mobile device 300
or in lieu of making the first mobile device 300 ring or
vibrate. This technique will effectively filter out unwanted or
lower-priority calls and messages and only pass calls or
messages from a selected group of contacts or higher-
priority callers. In the case that call filtering is performed on
the basis of the caller being on the callee’s Contacts List, the
technique employs a “Available to Contacts” filter as
depicted in the following simplified logic diagram.

FIG. 6 illustrates a flow diagram for the “Available to
Contacts” filtering described above. First mobile device 300
includes software and hardware to run the communication
and messaging software functions described herein. First
mobile device 300 and server 310 communicate over data
network 315 as described elsewhere in this disclosure. A
change in status or reply message is monitored through a
polling process.

First mobile device 300 receives an incoming call or
message which causes the software to determine whether the
caller is a contact of the user of the first mobile device 300
or not. If the caller is a known contact (“YES”) then the
system allows the call to get through to the first mobile
device 300. If the caller is not a known contact (“NO”) then
the system automatically filters the call by forwarding the
call into the user of first mobile device’s voice or message
box.

FIG. 7 illustrates a client-server relay that enables one or
more embodiments of the active phone book systems and
methods described herein. A client mobile device and a
server, as described in earlier sections, are coupled in
communication through a data network.

In phase A. of the process shown, polling establishes a
connection from the client to the server and from the server
to the client by which the server can upload to the client a
“live upload” of active phone book information correspond-
ing to that client. This includes, as described earlier, contacts
and related connectivity status of the contacts, news infor-
mation, sports score information, stock quote information,
weather information, calendar information, and other
dynamically-generated information that can be provided to
the client to inform the client’s user of the dynamic infor-
mation and status of the user’s contacts on the network.
Polling can be accomplished as described elsewhere, and
may be initiated, maintained and timed by the client and/or
the server to achieve the desired result.

Note that in some embodiments the rate at which the
active phone book is updated or “refreshed” can be set by the
user of the mobile device or automatically by software
running on the mobile device or by an administrator and/or
software running on the server. Policies based on a variety
of factors can be used to determine the “refresh rate” at
which the client’s active phone book is refreshed. For
example, the client may determine that it is to conserve
battery power and thereby be refreshed less frequently. Or
the client may determine that it is to maintain an updated
active phone book that is more accurate through frequent
refreshes at the expense of power consumption.

Other policies, e.g., user subscription level, can be a factor
in determining the refresh rate.

In one example, a premium (usually higher-paying) sub-
scriber receives more frequent updates and refreshes of his
or her active phone book information, which requires more
bandwidth and processing time from the server. By contrast,
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a lower-level subscriber may receive less frequent updates
so that the server and network may conserve their bandwidth
and processing resources for other tasks and subscribers.

The client and the user thus remain in contact this way,
periodically updating the client’s active phone book and
populating the appropriate databases with dynamic web
content.

In Phase B. of the process, the client (mobile device)
selects a given contact or link from its active phone book
contacts list (which can include bookmarked links). Said
selection can be achieved by controlling an aspect of the
mobile client device’s hardware and/or software to bring an
element of a user interface thereof onto the selected contact
to activate or actuate updating of that contact or even/link
information. The activation or actuation of a selected contact
or link on the client device prompts an exchange between the
client device and the server to update at least this portion of
the active phone book data.

In Phase C. of the process, the server replies to the client
over an activated link to provide the update of the client’s
active phone book data.

FIG. 8 illustrates an exemplary display of a user interface
shown on a client mobile device according to one or more
embodiments of the present invention. The exemplary dis-
play is merely illustrative of the concepts described herein,
and can of course include other information, or be imple-
mented in equivalent or similar ways to achieve the same
result as discussed herein.

In the first panel, “Mobile Device Display A,” 400, a
browser 410 window is shown. The browser window 410
includes information on bookmarked sports events such as
“World Cup,” “MLB” and “Tour De France.” These are
selectable by the user of the mobile device using hardware
and/or software controls built and running on the mobile
device. For example actuating a hardware element on the
mobile device, such as a directional controller stick, can
cause a selectable entry to be highlighted, moved and
selected with the push of a hard or soft button on the mobile
device. Once selected, the user can then choose to bookmark
the selected link with the “Add to Active Phone Book”
button 420. This button can also be a hard or soft button built
into the hardware or software of the mobile device. Alter-
natively, the user can “Exit” the browser screen 410 using
the Exit button 430.

In the second panel, “Mobile Device Display B,” 500, an
Active Phone Book 510 window is shown. The active phone
book window 510 includes dynamic information concerning
a contact “John Smith” which has a corresponding presence-
status indicator 512, and a link “Tour De France,” which has
a corresponding Internet content (web content) update indi-
cator 514. The indicators for the contacts and for the links,
512 and 514 respectively, can be of different appearance to
facilitate easier recognition by the user of the mobile device.
Also, the indicators may vary by type of connectivity state,
status, and other events that are part of the status of each of
the contacts and links.

Each entry in the active phone book 510 may include
dynamic and/or static information about that contact or link.
For example, as shown in FIG. 8, the contact “John Smith”
may have “Category,” “Work Number” and “PC Status”
information displayed therewith. This dynamic information
corresponding to contact John Smith can be updated as
necessary. In the case of dynamic links within the active
phone book 510, the link (here “Tour De France”) can also
have dynamic content associated therewith, such as its
“Category” and “Status,” e.g., indicating the winner of the
first stage of the race.
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The user can choose to call or activate the active phone
book entries using the “Connect” button 520, or to exit the
screen with the “Exit” button 530.

FIG. 9 illustrates an exemplary method for using the
system described above. A user of a mobile device, which is
a subscriber to a set of functions from his or her carrier,
including web browsing and active phone book features is
provided with menu options.

The present disclosure is not intended to be limited by its

5

preferred embodiments, and other embodiments are also 10

comprehended and within its scope. For example, a dynamic
(active) phone/address book can include a list of people
(contacts) that can easily be browsed from and connect to,
including the people a user emails with and calls. Tradition-
ally, this is a static list, consisting of names and addresses
only. The present active phone book is broader and much
more powerful. The present active phone book can contain
a list of devices as well as people. In addition, the present
active phone book can include meta information about the
devices and people using the devices. This enables a deci-
sion making parading shift so that each device and person
has knowledge and can make better decisions in their
communications activities. Application hereunder are
optionally provided and/or enabled by server and/or a ser-
vice.

The following table helps to illustrate some of the features
and aspects of the present inventions with reference to other
available contexts:

End point Meta info Decision
Yellow Data base on the Advertisement in User can browse for
pages  phone connects to  updated real time clothing shop and
vendors phone Location based decide to go to the
priority (closest sale
Taxi comes up
first)
Phone  Mobile telephone to Availability, away  Not to call and get
call mobile phone or PC message voice mail. Know
(iSkoot) where to meet
someone who can’t
take a call
Pictures Phone, to PC or Availability, ink, Send a picture to
Printer device driver your mothers printer
On line Blackberry or PC to Device resolution,  Tag something and
content HD TV or IPOD available memory,  view it later
file format
supported

Numerous other embodiments, modifications and exten-
sions to the present disclosure are intended to be covered by
the scope of the present inventions as claimed below. This
includes implementation details and features that would be
apparent to those skilled in the art in the mechanical, logical
or electronic implementation of the systems described
herein. This also includes uses for such systems that the
present disclosure and inventions are capable of being used
in.

What is claimed is:

1. A communication system providing communication
between a client mobile communication device and a server,
the system comprising:

the client mobile communication device having hardware

and software to exchange information with other
devices over a network and provide a user of said
mobile communication device with updated presence
information about a plurality of contacts of said mobile
device, wherein each of the plurality of contacts is
associated with a corresponding of the other devices;
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the client mobile communication device including a stor-
age medium that stores data and program instructions
and further stores a representation of dynamic phone
book data including contact information for each and a
representation of links to network content;

the client mobile communication device further compris-

ing a processor that executes the stored program
instructions with said stored data;

the client mobile communication device further compris-

ing an interface that simultaneously displays a repre-
sentation of said dynamic phone book data including
said contact information and said presence information,
and displays said links to network content in a same
application window, wherein the interface further dis-
plays an update indicator for at least one of said links
to network content indicating a status of the at least one
of said links to network content;

wherein said application window is responsive to an

application that maintains said dynamic phone book
data substantially updated with said presence informa-
tion that includes an indication of a state of availability
of each of said plurality of contacts identified in said
dynamic phone book data, said presence information
obtained by the client mobile communication device
from said other devices over said network.

2. The system of claim 1, further comprising a server
coupled to said client mobile communication device, said
server including a processor that executes program instruc-
tions to communicate with said client mobile communica-
tion device and cause selected information corresponding to
said dynamic phone book data to be delivered from the
server to the client mobile communication device.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein said client mobile
communication device is configured to selectively deter-
mine which of a plurality of other devices are blocked from
activating an alert signal on said client mobile communica-
tion device.

4. The system of claim 3, wherein said alert signal
includes any of: an audible alert signal, a vibrating alert
signal, or a visual alert signal.

5. The system of claim 1, further comprising database data
stored on said storage medium, wherein said dynamic phone
book data include both updatable contact data and updatable
network content data.

6. The system of claim 5, wherein said updatable network
content data comprise updateable network content link
information representing a state of information correspond-
ing to a link to said information.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein said program instruc-
tions comprise instructions to cause the processor to set a
user-selectable response message delivered to a caller on the
basis of the caller’s identity.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein said program instruc-
tions comprise instructions to cause the processor to set a
user-selectable response message delivered to a caller on the
basis of whether said caller was associated with an entry in
the user’s stored contacts information.

9. A method for communicating with a mobile commu-
nication device over a network, comprising:

storing dynamic phone book data on the mobile commu-

nication device, said dynamic phone book data con-
taining information including contact information and
network content information, said contact information
including presence information that includes an indi-
cation of a state of availability for each of a plurality of
contacts, both of said contact information and said
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network content information including active content
that can change from time to time;

receiving a plurality of response messages from a user,

each of said response messages including content that
is specifically adapted for a corresponding one of said
plurality of contacts and generated by said user;

receiving an incoming communication request from a

caller using another communication device over the
network;

comparing an identity of either said caller or said other

communication device to an entry in said dynamic
phone book; and

causing, based upon a result of said comparing, a par-

ticular one of said received response messages to be
sent to said caller using said other communication
device, said particular one of said received response
messages including content that is generated by said
user and is specifically adapted for said caller prior to
receiving said incoming communication request.

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising filtering
said incoming communication request on the basis of its
origin so that it can alternately cause an alert signal on said
mobile communication device or be forwarded to a mes-
saging mailbox and not cause an alert signal on said mobile
communication device.

11. A method for maintaining a dynamic phone book
database, containing both dynamic contact information and
dynamic network content information, comprising:

determining a periodicity for checking for updated data

corresponding to entries in said dynamic phone book
database;
at intervals substantially determined by said periodicity,
sending a signal from a mobile communication device
to a source of updated information indicative of a
request to receive updated phone book information
from said source of updated information;
receiving updated dynamic phone book data comprising
dynamic contact information that includes presence
information, said presence information including an
indication of availability of each of at least a portion of
a plurality of contacts corresponding to said entries in
said dynamic phone book database and receiving
dynamic network content information from said source
of said updated information;
storing said updated dynamic phone book data in a
database on said mobile communication device; and

simultaneously presenting a representation of said
updated dynamic phone book data, links to said
dynamic network content, and an update indicator for
at least one of said links to said dynamic network
content indicating a status of the at least one of said
links to said dynamic network content on a display on
said mobile communication device such that a user of
said mobile communication device can see said pres-
ence information and choose to select an entry from
said dynamic phone book for the purpose of delivering
a communication to a contact from said dynamic phone
book or activate one of said links to said dynamic
network content.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein determining said
periodicity comprises using a predetermined subscription
status of a user to determine said periodicity.

13. The method of claim 11, wherein determining said
periodicity comprises using a user-selectable power saving
setting to determine said periodicity.

14. The method of claim 11, further comprising selecting
one of said dynamic contact information or dynamic net-
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work content information to establish a connection to a
destination corresponding to said dynamic contact informa-
tion or dynamic network content information.

15. The method of claim 11, further comprising setting an
outgoing message to be sent by said mobile communication
device to a caller specifically in response to an identity of
said caller or said caller’s communication device.

16. The method of claim 11, further comprising setting a
user-specific response message to be sent to a subset of
persons associated with said dynamic contact information
upon arrival of an incoming communication from said
subset of persons or their communication devices.

17. The method of claim 11, wherein determining said
periodicity is made by said mobile communication device
responsive to a user input to said mobile communication
device.

18. The method of claim 11, wherein determining said
periodicity is made by a server that overrides a request for
checking for updated data by said mobile communication
device.

19. The method of claim 11, further comprising said
mobile communication device initiating a request for
updated data from a server.

20. The method of claim 11, further comprising a server
initiating delivery of updated data to said mobile commu-
nication device.

21. An apparatus for communicating with a mobile com-
munication device over a network, comprising:

a storage medium that stores data and program instruc-

tions;
a processor that executes the stored program instructions,
the stored program instructions configuring the proces-
sor to:
store dynamic phone book data on the mobile commu-
nication device, said dynamic phone book data con-
taining information including contact information
and network content information, said contact infor-
mation including presence information that includes
an indication of a state of availability for each of a
plurality of contacts, both of said contact information
and said network content information including
active content that can change from time to time;

receive a plurality of response messages from a user,
each of said response messages including content
that is specifically adapted for a corresponding one
of said plurality of contacts and generated by said
user;

receive an incoming communication request from a
caller using another communication device over the
network;

compare an identity of either said caller or said other
communication device to an entry in said dynamic
phone book; and

cause, based upon a result of said comparison, a
particular one of said received response messages to
be sent to said caller using said other communication
device, said particular one of said received response
messages including content that is generated by said
user and is specifically adapted for said caller prior
to reception of said incoming communication
request.

22. An apparatus for maintaining a dynamic phone book
database, containing both dynamic contact information and
dynamic network content information, comprising:

means for determining a periodicity for checking for
updated data corresponding to entries in said dynamic
phone book database;
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means for sending, at intervals substantially determined
by said periodicity, a signal from a mobile communi-
cation device to a source of updated information indica-
tive of a request to receive updated phone book infor-
mation from said source of updated information;

means for receiving updated dynamic phone book data
comprising dynamic contact information that includes
presence information, said presence information
including an indication of availability of each of at least
a portion of a plurality of contacts corresponding to
said entries in said dynamic phone book database, and
for receiving dynamic network content information
from said source of said updated information;

means for storing said updated dynamic phone book data
in a database on said mobile communication device;
and

means for simultaneously presenting a representation of
said updated dynamic phone book data, links to said
dynamic network content, and an update indicator for
at least one of said links to said dynamic network
content indicating a status of the at least one of said
links to said dynamic network content on a display on
said mobile communication device such that a user of
said mobile communication device can see said pres-
ence information and choose to select an entry from
said dynamic phone book for the purpose of delivery of
a communication to a contact from said dynamic phone
book or activate one of said links to said dynamic
network content.

23. An apparatus for communicating with a mobile com-

munication device over a network, comprising:

means for storing dynamic phone book data on the mobile
communication device, said dynamic phone book data
containing information including contact information
and network content information, said contact infor-
mation including presence information that includes an
indication of a state of availability for each of a
plurality of contacts, both of said contact information
and said network content information including active
content that can change from time to time;

means for receiving a plurality of response messages from
a user, each of said response messages including con-
tent that is specifically adapted for a corresponding one
of said plurality of contacts and generated by said user;

means for receiving an incoming communication request
from a caller using another communication device over
the network;

means for comparing an identity of either said caller or
said other communication device to an entry in said
dynamic phone book; and

means for causing, based upon a result of said compari-
son, a particular one of said received response mes-
sages to be sent to said caller using said other commu-
nication device, said particular one of said received
response messages including content that is generated
by said user and is specifically adapted for said caller
prior to reception of said incoming communication
request.

24. A non-transitory computer-readable medium for main-

taining a dynamic phone book database, containing both
dynamic contact information and dynamic network content
information, comprising:

at least one instruction to determine a periodicity for
checking for updated data corresponding to entries in
said dynamic phone book database;
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at least one instruction to send, at intervals substantially
determined by said periodicity, a signal from a mobile
communication device to a source of updated informa-
tion indicative of a request to receive updated phone
book information from said source of updated infor-
mation;

at least one instruction to receive updated dynamic phone
book data comprising dynamic contact information that
includes presence information, said presence informa-
tion including an indication of availability of each of at
least a portion of a plurality of contacts corresponding
to said entries in said dynamic phone book database,
and to receive dynamic network content information
from said source of said updated information;

at least one instruction to store said updated dynamic
phone book data in a database on said mobile commu-
nication device; and

at least one instruction to simultaneously present a rep-
resentation of said updated dynamic phone book data,
links to said dynamic network content, and an update
indicator for at least one of said links to said dynamic
network content indicating a status of the at least one of
said links to said dynamic network content on a display
on said mobile communication device such that a user
of said mobile communication device can see said
presence information and choose to select an entry
from said dynamic phone book for the purpose of
delivery of a communication to a contact from said
dynamic phone book or activate one of said links to
said dynamic network content.

25. A non-transitory computer-readable medium for com-

municating with a mobile communication device over a
network, comprising:

at least one instruction to store dynamic phone book data
on the mobile communication device, said dynamic
phone book data containing information including con-
tact information and network content information, said
contact information including presence information
that includes an indication of a state of availability for
each of a plurality of contacts, both of said contact
information and said network content information
including active content that can change from time to
time;

at least one instruction to receive a plurality of response
messages from a user, each of said response messages
including content that is specifically adapted for a
corresponding one of said plurality of contacts and
generated by said user;

at least one instruction to receive an incoming commu-
nication request from a caller using another communi-
cation device over the network;

at least one instruction to compare an identity of either
said caller or said other communication device to an
entry in said dynamic phone book; and

at least one instruction to cause, based upon a result of
said comparison, a particular one of said received
response messages to be sent to said caller using said
other communication device, said particular one of said
received response messages including content that is
generated by said user and is specifically adapted for
said caller prior to reception of said incoming commu-
nication request.
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